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Today, morning clouds, then sun- 
shine, a mild afternoon, high 63. To- 
night, periodic rain late, low 53. To- 
morrow, a few morning showers, 
high 58. Weather map, Page B8. 
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HORROR AT FLORIDA SCHOOL; EX-STUDENT HELD 


JOHN McCALL/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL, VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A shooting victim was assisted Wednesday at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., northwest of Miami. 


Zuma Leaves 
Thorny Legacy 
In South Africa 


By NORIMITSU ONISHI 


JOHANNESBURG — When 
President Jacob Zuma of South 
Africa resigned on Wednesday, he 
did not yield to South Africa’s vot- 
ers, courts or opposition parties, 
but to his own party, the African 
National Congress. 

Mr. Zuma once said the party 
was more important than the na- 
tion itself, contending that it 
would govern South Africa until 
Jesus returned. And during his 
nearly nine-year presidency that 
was marred by scandal, corrup- 
tion and mismanagement, A.N.C. 
officials had repeatedly rallied be- 
hind him as their leader. 

In the end, though, his party 
turned against him, asking him to 
step down a full year and a half be- 
fore the end of his second term. 
Cyril Ramaphosa, the deputy 
president and A.N.C. leader, is 
now acting president. 

Under Mr. Zuma’s leadership, 
South Africa’s image tumbled. 
The country that had inspired the 
world with Nelson Mandela’s idea 
of peaceful reconciliation, and the 
continent with Thabo Mbeki’s vi- 
sion of an “African renaissance,” 
became known for corrupt leader- 
ship and a wide range of thorny 
problems. 

Neighbors in the region often 
asked visitors from South Africa 
the same question: What went 
wrong? 

“It was a period when South Af- 
rica, which was thought to be a 
shining example of the African 
continent, an economic power- 
house and also a vibrant democra- 
cy, was tested to the limit,” said So- 


Continued on Page A10 


Steering Big Rigs Around Emissions Standards 


By ERIC LIPTON 


CROSSVILLE, Tenn. — The 
gravel parking lot at the Fitzger- 
ald family’s truck dealership here 
in central Tennessee was packed 
last week with shiny new Peterbilt 
and Freightliner trucks, as well as 
a steady stream of buyers from 
across the country. 

But there is something unusual 
about the big rigs sold by the 
Fitzgeralds: They are equipped 
with rebuilt diesel engines that do 
not need to comply with rules on 
modern emissions controls. That 
makes them cheaper to operate, 
but means that they spew 40 to 55 
times the air pollution of other 
new trucks, according to federal 
estimates, including toxins 
blamed for asthma, lung cancer 
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TRUMP RULES 


Special Treatment 


and a range of other ailments. 
The special treatment for the 
Fitzgerald trucks is made possible 
by a loophole in federal law that 
the Obama administration tried to 
close, and the Trump administra- 
tion is now championing. The 
trucks, originally intended as a 
way to reuse a relatively new en- 
gine and other parts after an acci- 
dent, became attractive for their 
ability to evade modern emissions 
standards and other regulations. 
The survival of this loophole is a 
story of money, politics and sus- 
pected academic misconduct, ac- 
cording to interviews and govern- 
ment and private documents, and 
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has been facilitated by Scott 
Pruitt, the administrator of the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, who has staked out posi- 
tions in environmental fights that 
benefit the Trump administra- 
tion’s corporate backers. 

Fitzgerald welcomed President 
Trump at one of its dealerships 
during the campaign, and it sells 
baseball caps with the slogan 
“Make Trucks Great Again.” 

The loophole has been con- 
demned in recent weeks by an ar- 
ray of businesses and envi- 
ronmentalists: major truck mak- 
ers like Volvo and Navistar; fleet 
owners like the United Parcel 
Service; lobbying powerhouses 
like the National Association of 
Manufacturers; health and envi- 
ronmental groups like the Ameri- 


Continued on Page A20 


Trucks with rebuilt engines at Fitzgerald in Crossville, Tenn., need not comply with exhaust rules. 


Netanyahu Vows to Stay as Prosecutors Consider Bribery Charges 


By DAVID M. HALBFINGER 


JERUSALEM — As Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu fought 
back Wednesday against a police 
finding that he had accepted 
nearly $300,000 in bribes, his cool 
self-confidence betrayed not the 
slightest worry that he could be 
forced to step down anytime soon. 

“The coalition is stable, and no 


one, me or anyone else, has plans 
to go to elections,” he declared in 
Tel Aviv. “We will continue to work 
together with you for the citizens 
of the State of Israel, until the end 
of our term,” in late 2019. 

If Mr. Netanyahu had entered a 
dangerous new period in which he 
must battle for his political sur- 
vival and avoid imprisonment, he 
did so possessed of political ad- 
vantages that no Israeli prime 


minister has enjoyed before. 

Beloved by his base and re- 
spected even by his adversaries 
as a guardian of Israel’s security, 
Mr. Netanyahu remains the domi- 
nant figure on the Israeli stage, his 
combined 12 years as prime min- 
ister closing in on the record of 
David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s princi- 
pal founder. 

And he has defended that posi- 
tion in part by steadily chipping 


away at the institutions that bal- 
ance the powers of his office in 
ways that seem to echo the ag- 
gressive tactics of President 
Trump, except that he was doing it 
before there was a President 
Trump. 

He and his governing coalition 
have campaigned to curb the ac- 
tivist Israeli judiciary, demonized 
the rambunctious press as a bas- 

Continued on Page A6 


At Least 17 Die as Gunman Roams 


Halls in Rampage Near Miami 


By AUDRA D. S. BURCH and PATRICIA MAZZEI 


PARKLAND, Fla. — A heavily 
armed young man barged into his 
former high school about an hour 
northwest of Miami on Wednes- 
day, opening fire on terrified stu- 
dents and teachers and leaving a 
death toll of 17 that could rise even 
higher, the authorities said. 

Students huddled in horror in 
their classrooms, with some of 
them training their cellphones on 
the carnage, capturing sprawled 
bodies, screams and gunfire that 
began with a few shots and then 
continued with more and more. 
The dead included students and 
adults, some of whom were shot 
outside the school and others in- 
side the sprawling three-story 
building. 

The gunman, armed with a 
semiautomatic AR-15 rifle, was 
identified as Nikolas Cruz, a 19- 
year-old who had been expelled 
from the school, the authorities 
said. He began his shooting ram- 
page outside Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in this sub- 
urban neighborhood shortly be- 
fore dismissal time around 2:40 
p.m. He then made his way inside 
and proceeded down hallways he 
knew well, firing at students and 
teachers who were scurrying for 
cover, the authorities said. 

“Oh my God! Oh my God!” one 
student yelled over and over in 
one video circulating on social me- 
dia, as more than 40 gunshots 
boomed in the background. 

By the end of the rampage, Mr. 
Cruz had killed 12 people inside 
the school and three outside it, in- 


cluding someone standing on a 
street corner, Broward County 
Sheriff Scott Israel said. Two more 
victims died of their injuries in lo- 
cal hospitals. The aftermath at the 
school was an eerie shrine, with 
chairs upended, a computer 
screen shattered with bullet holes 
and floors stained with blood. 

“This is catastrophic,” said 
Sheriff Israel, who has three chil- 
dren who graduated from the high 
school. “There really are no 
words.” 

Mr. Cruz was arrested in Coral 
Springs, a neighboring city a cou- 
ple of miles from the school, about 
an hour after fleeing the scene, the 
authorities said. He had slipped 
out of the building by mixing in 
with crowds of students. In addi- 
tion to the rifle, Sheriff Israel said, 
Mr. Cruz had “countless maga- 
zines.” 


Continued on Page A23 
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Anguished parents awaited in- 
formation outside the school. 


THE SCENE Many students used their cellphones to contact terrified 
parents, and to record the carnage occurring around them. PAGE A23 


After a Week, 


Trump Relents, 
Assailing Abuse 


This article is by Julie Hirschfeld 
Davis, Maggie Haberman and Mi- 
chael D. Shear. 


WASHINGTON — One week 
after Rob Porter, his staff secre- 
tary, resigned amid spousal abuse 
allegations, President Trump said 
on Wednesday that he was “to- 
tally opposed to domestic vio- 
lence,” his first condemnation of 
the alleged conduct behind a scan- 
dal that has engulfed the White 
House. 

His statement, which members 
of both parties had said was long 
overdue, came as John F Kelly, 
Mr. Trump’s chief of staff, faced 
new questions about his handling 
of Mr. Porter’s case, including how 
he could have held a temporary 
high-level security clearance for 
more than a year in light of the al- 
legations, and as committees in 
both the House and the Senate an- 
nounced they would investigate 
the circumstances surrounding 
the granting of Mr. Porter’s clear- 
ance. 

Mr. Kelly told senior aides last 
fall to put an immediate end to 
granting new interim security 
clearances like the one given to 
Mr. Porter and directed them to 
resolve any issues preventing em- 
ployees who held them at the time 
from receiving a full clearance, ac- 
cording to two people familiar 
with the discussion. 

At a meeting in the West Wing, 
Mr. Kelly said he was assigning 
Kirstjen Nielsen, then his deputy, 
to enforce the new policy, the peo- 
ple said. But it is not known 
whether Mr. Kelly, Ms. Nielsen or 
any other senior officials sought 
to delve into why Mr. Porter was 
operating with only an interim 
clearance. 

Mr. Porter resigned last week 
after allegations that he had 
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Senators Agree 
On Immigrants 


In Face of Veto 


By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
and MICHAEL D. SHEAR 


WASHINGTON — A broad bi- 
partisan group of senators 
reached agreement Wednesday 
on anarrow rewrite of the nation’s 
immigration laws that would bol- 
ster border security and resolve 
the fate of the so-called Dreamers, 
even as President Trump sug- 
gested he would veto any plan 
that does not adhere to his harder- 
line approach. 

Their compromise legislation 
sets up a clash pitting the political 
center of the Senate against Mr. 
Trump and the Republican con- 
gressional leadership. 

Senators in both parties have 
been racing against a self-im- 
posed end-of-the-week deadline to 
write legislation that could win 
wide support by increasing bor- 
der security while at the same 
time offering a path to citizenship 
for young immigrants brought to 
the United States illegally as chil- 
dren. 

Members of the bipartisan 
group, which calls itself the Com- 
mon Sense Coalition, said their 
deal does just that. They were 
working Wednesday evening to 
determine whether their bill could 
garner the 60 votes necessary to 
break a filibuster. 

“The president’s going to havea 
vote on his concept. I don’t think it 
will get 60 votes,” said Senator 
Lindsey Graham, Republican of 
South Carolina and a member of 
the group, adding: “The bottom 
line then is: What do you do next? 
You can do what we’ve done for 
the last 35 years — blame each 
other. Or youcan actually start fix- 
ing the broken immigration sys- 
tem. If you came out of this with 
strong border security — the pres- 
ident getting his wall and the 
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Unease for Catholics in China 
Worshipers feel powerless as Beijing 
and the Vatican try to settle a dispute 
over who appoints clerics. PAGE A4 


‘You Can't Ban Love’ 

Pakistan has outlawed Valentine’s Day, 
but plenty of couples in the capital found 
ways to celebrate the holiday. PAGE A12 


Millions for Display of Might 


President Trump wants a military y 

parade. His budget director says it Re 

could cost the government up to $30 S 
million. PAGE A22 


Edge for G.O.P. in California 


A voting reform put in place in Califor- 
nia could end up keeping Democrats off 
the ballot in key districts. PAGE A15 


NEW YORK A24-27 
Help Still Wanted 


After months of looking, no one has been 
found to succeed Carmen Fariña as 
chancellor of city schools. PAGE A24 


SPORTSTHURSDAY B9-18 


Changing the Narrative 
The snowboarder Lindsey Jacobellis 

wants to be defined by her talent, not a 
12-year-old Olympic blooper. 


A Jumper Finds His Art 
How a Chinese defector’s story changed 
Nathan Chen, America’s best shot at a 

gold medal in figure skating. 


Why Chicken Costs More 


With just about every nation on earth 
growing, economists fear inflation will 
accelerate. One reason for their con- 
cern: not enough truckers. PAGE B1 


ARTS C1-8 


Best Song, an Oscars Curiosity 


Sufjan Stevens and Mary J. Blige are 
first-time nominees in a category that 


PAGE B9 | has always been a mash-up of hits, 


snoozers and misfires. PAGE Cl 
EDITORIAL, OP-ED A30-31 
pacEBIo | Nicholas Kristof PAGE A31 


THURSDAY STYLES D1-8 
Wearing Black Panther’s Mask 


Marvel’s new film, with Lupita Nyong’o, 
left, and Letitia Wright, has parents of 
young fans facing questions about race 
and cultural appropriation. PAGE D1 
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